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Hoppringill

ThiS was the residence of the Hoppringills of that Ilk before
they moved down to Burnhouse and Torsonce (see Mariotte,
Adam, and Alexander of that Ilk).

In 1573 James, son natural of John Hoppringill of that Ilk,
and Elizabeth Dalgliesh, his spouse, are tenants, and James
Hoppringill, the laird’s tutor, is ordained by the Lords to
protect: them from Isabella Hoppringill the laird’s mother, now
spouse of John Scott of Burnhouse, who had forcibly invaded
their land though they had paid her her tierce (A. D.). In 1584
James is involved in a local feud, in which he takes part with
Robert Blaikie of Heriotmill and the Turnbulls of Symington,
who, all armed, invaded and harried the lands of their neigh-
bours; and he with Preston in Camron becomes surety in 500
merks for Blaikie and 300 for the others, that they will cease
their molestation (P. C.). In 1603 James is absolved from
buying a complete stand of arms. He died in 1603. His
Testament is detailed. He left free gear £1667; and was
succeeded by his eldest son George.

In 1606 the Interdictors of James Hoppringill of that Ilk
having summoned George to produce the tack of 1582 wherein
the lands of half Hoppringill were let to his mother Elizabeth
in conjunct fee, the Lords find the lands were let for twice
19 years, and that she and George are free of the Interdictors.
For the action of Eupham, daughter of the late James of
that Ilk, against George anent his rent, in 1608 (see that Ilk,
A.D., Scott). In 1608 George, and Elizabeth Edmonston, widow
of James Hoppringill of that Ilk, find caution not to harm
one another. In 1621 George acquired the half lands of
Halltree (g.2.).

n



72 THE RECORDS OF THE PRINGLES

Burnhouse

Burnhouse may have lent itself to subdivision.

In 1652 George Pringle appears, and has issue, Alexander,
born 1654 ; John, born 1657 ; Sibilla, born 1664.

Thomas Pringle, issue George, born 1654; Margaret, born
1656.

James Pringle, issue George, born 1655,

John Pringle, issue Margaret, born 1669,

George Pringle, issue George, born 1684; Robert, born 1685 ;
a daughter, born 1686.

Andrew Pringle, issue George, born 1691.

George Pringle, issue James, born 1693; Alexander, born
1695; a daughter, born 1696,

William Pringle appears as a witness in 1706,

See further the parish register, which begins in 1628,

Kittyflat
John Pringle appears as tenant in 1598, In 1621 he was
retoured heir to his brother James in an annual rent of 130
merks furth of a tenement in Edinburgh. His daughter Bessie
married John Mule, tailor burgess there. John died in 1622,

Longmuir

In 1559 James Hoppringill thereof is granted by Joneta
Hoppringill the Prioress and the Convent of Coldstream, a feu
charter of the lands of Lees (G. S.).

The testament of John Pringill in Longmuir is registered in
1610 (T. E.).

In 1727 and 1733 Alexander Pringle appears there.

Pirncado

In 1578 James Hoppringill of Whytbank exchanges with
Nicholas Cornwell his lands of Dechmont, Westlothian, for the
latter’s lands of Pirncado (G. S.). In 1603 the said Nicholas,
with consent of the said James, sells to Walter Scott of Harden,
the said lands, and his son Sir William Secott had a charter of
them in 1642. In 1694 Gideon Scott of Highchesters is served
heir to his father in the lands (S. P.). They consisted of three
farms, as at present, viz., Easterton, Middleton, and Netherton.
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Easterton.—In 1599 David Hoppringill, brother of Michael
in Whytbank, is tenant. He died in 1616 (T. E). Sons, Robert
and John, twins. Robert succeeds, and dies in 1625. His son,
Alexander, follows, and is mentioned in 1636, 1637, 1643, 1647
(A. D., Gibson).

Middleton.—In 1573 David Hoppringill is tenant. In 1637
George Pringill there is present, with Alexander, at the sasine
of John Pringill, surgeon, in Little Catpair. In 1719 and 1730,
Thomas Pringle appears in Middleton.

Netherton.—In 1596 George Pringill, brother of James
elder of Whytbank, is tenant. He appears in 1608, 1611, 1619,
1621 with his son James, and 1632. In 1754 Robert Pringle
appears with his sons George and Richard.

Mitchelston

Blindlee half.—In 1575 George Hoppringill in Mitchelston,
John in Muirhouse, Dean David of Melrose, and David,
Apothecary, witness the Will of George Hoppringill of Blindlee
(T."E.). In 1582 George is one of a party of 50, including
11 Learmonths and 3 Hepburns, who, all armed and on horse,
invaded Stonelaws and Linton Mill in Haddingtonshire,
wounding the servants, and destroying the corn of Adam, Bishop
of Orkney; and George (called the Cokir), not appearing
for trial, is one of 8 denounced rebels (P. C.). In 1590 he
witnesses, at Torsonce and Selkirk, the bond of caution by
James Hoppringill of that Ilk and William Borthwick of
Crookston for Robert Scott of Haining, and 11 citizens of
Selkirk, not to harm Patrick Murray of Philiphaugh (P. C.).
George died in 1608. According to the inventory, made by his
relict, he was the tenant of the Goodman of Blindlee. In 1626
Robert Pringill of Blindlee gets sasine of the half lands of
Mitchelston, and in 1650, in fulfilment of a contract, grants
sasine of them to William Pringill in Watherston, irredeemably
(S. E.).

Buckholm half—In 1578 James Hoppringill is mentioned
as a tenant having a tack of the place for 9 years from
Whitsunday 1569 (A. D.). He died in 1596 (T. E.). He was
succeeded by his son John, who as tenant of William Hoppringill,
litster, Edinburgh, had his stead violently attacked by night
by one Quhippo and Hardie (see Blindlee). In 1603 John
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is one of 8 neighbours who appeal successfully against the
demand of Sir Michael Balfour that they should buy a complete
stand of arms (P. C.). In 1608 James Pringill in Mitchelston
and Robert his brother, also the above George there, find caution
not to harm Elizabeth Edmonston, relict of James of that Ilk,
In 1625 James gets from James Pringill, fear of Buckholm,
sasine of the half lands of Muirhouse, Caldrope and others, to
hold irredeemably, and he gives his spouse, Margaret Pringill,
sasine of half the said lands in life rent (see Muirhouse). In
1665 William Pringle was a portioner of Mitchelston. He had
a brother Henry (1659); and a son James, born 1655.

Muirhouse and Pirn

Muirhouse Tower stood on high ground about a mile and a
half from Stow on the right of the road between that place
and Lauder. The site, in the corner of a field, is marked by a
few trees.

1. In 1489 a lease of the lands of Muirhouse is granted by
the Archbishop of St Andrews to William Hoppringill (P. C.).

2. At Whitsunday 1540 John Hoppringill is granted by
the Archbishop a 5-years’ tack of Muirhouse, Cardrope, and
Pirn (A. D.). In December 1544 John Carr writes to- Lord
Evers (Eure) the English Warden: “On Monday night the
garrisons of Wark and Cornhill, along with the Dicksons and
other Assured Scots made a foray to the head of Lauderdale
and brought away 30 score of sheep head of cattle, 30
horses, some prisoners, and much household stuff; and as they
came through Lauder, a Hume of Blackadder, John Pringill of
Muirhouse and his son, and a French of Thornydykes, came in
and shot arrows among our men, and struck a man through the
arm, and hurt a horse, and then our men gave chase and took
French, and struck to the ground John Pringill, who was
rescued again by the men of Lauder” (H. L.).

In 1555 a contract of marriage is made between John, son of
John Hoppringill of Muirhouse, and Agnes, sister of John Haldane
of that Ilk (R. D.). John sits on several assizes; in 1563 on
Lyell Hall, sentenced to be hanged on the Boroughmoor for
horse-stealing and acting as a guide to English thieves (P. C. T.);
in 1573 on the retour of James Borthwick as heir of his brother
Master William who died in 1570; and in 1579 on the incest
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of Margaret Scott and her brother-in-law Lord Borthwick
(P. C. T.). In 1575 he witnesses the Will of George Hoppringill
of Blindlee, and is one of the 12 Hoppringills summoned
anent the Hoppringill-Elliot feud. In February 1584 Sir John
Foster the English Warden writes in a dispatch: “There was a
great conspiracy wrought of late against the King of Scotland
by certain persons who thought to have slain him, as I am
informed by Fernihirst. . . . There is great vengeance likely
to arrive among them.” Among the five lairds mentioned was
that of John Hoppringill of Muirhouse (B. P.). In March
following Andrew Ker, appt. of Fernihirst, became caution
in £1000 that John Hoppringill shall remain in ward with
Sir Thomas Ker, Warden of the Middle March, till released by
the King; and therefore the Lieutenant of the Guard, who now
keeps him, is ordered to release him (P. C.). In 1587 a contract
of marriage is made between George, fear of Muirhouse, and
Agnes Lauder, sister of William of Balbardies, according to
which £500 of her tocher of £1000 is to be used to pay off the
lien" of William Hoppringill, litster, burgess, of Edinburgh, on
the lands of Cardrope and Pirn (R. D.). In 1591 John and his
son George find caution that they will compear before the
Council anent the slaughter of David Tailor (see Torwoodlee).
John died before 1599, as apparently did his son George, fear,
leaving no children,

3. In March 1605 John Pringill is retoured heir of John
Pringill, his uncle, in the lands of Muirhouse, Caldrope (or
Corseruik) and Pirn; while on the 5th following James Pringle,
younger, of Buckholm, gets a charter of the said lands, now
belonging to the King by amnnexation (P. S.); and in July
following he summons Agnes Haldane in Muirhouse, John
Pringill there, and Agnes Lauder in Pirn, to remove, as per his
warning before Whitsunday. The former, showing that she
had a tack from pursuer's tenant of which there were several
terms to run, is absolved; while Agnes Lauder failing to prove
that she was infefted in Muirhouse by her father-in-law John,
is ordained to remove, with her sub-tenant John Pringill in
Caldrope. In 1608 Agnes Lauder presenting to the bailie of
George Archbishop of St Andrews a charter made to her and
her spouse, the late George Pringill, and to the longer liver of
them, of his lands of Caldrope and Pirn, gets sasine of her
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life rent of the same (S. E.). Thus both widows asserted
themselves (S. E.).

4. In 1625 James Pringill, younger, of Buckholm, grants to
James Pringill of Mitchelston a charter with precept of sasine
of the lands of Muirhouse, Caldrope and Pirn; and in 1629
Margaret Pringill the latter’s spouse gets sasine of the lands in
life rent. In 1631 Mariote their eldest daughter marries James
Pringill eldest son of George of Newhall; while in 1633 their
eldest son George, on marrying Eupham, daughter of John
Hoppringill of that Ilk, is infefted in their said lands and half
Mitchelston (S. E.). In 1636 James, having been repaid the
3000 merks borrowed by John Cranston of Corsbie, renounces
the lands he held in security. In 1649 John Pringle, son of
George the only son of James of Muirhouse, is granted by his
grandfather sasine of Muirhouse, the life rent being reserved
to his father. In 1653 Eupham George’s wife is granted an
annual rent of 600 merks for life furth of Muirhouse (S. E.).
In 1654 James and his son George having borrowed 1600 merks
from James Pringle of Halltree grant him sasine of Muirhouse
and Cardrope (S. E.). James and Margaret Pringle had an
only son George, and four daughters are mentioned. George
fear of Muirhouse died in 1653. He and Eupham Pringle had
a son, John, born 1635, a son, James, born 1637 ; also George,
tenant in Burnhouse, and Robert, tenant in Little Catpair.

5. John Pringle, eldest son of George, fear of Muirhouse,
succeeded his father in Pirn. He died there in 1720, and his
widow, Janet Cockburn, at Stow in 1727. Their children
were George, born 1667; John, born 1672; Alexander, born
1677; James; William; David, born 1683; and three
daughters.

6. In 1722 George Pringle of Pirn is retoured heir of George
Pringle of Muirhouse, his grandfather, in the lands of Pirn;
and at the same time served heir special of his father, John,
tenant and occupant of Pirn, in 4000 merks thereon (S. H.).
George seems to have tenanted Burnhouse (see Burnhouse).
(eorge's brother James and his spouse Lilias Mitchelston, who,
between 1705 and 1723, appear successively in Pirn, Cortleferry,
Easterton, and Pirn again, had issue, John, born 1705; James,
born 1708 ; Samuel, born 1712; James, born 1716; Thomas, born
1719, and three daughters.
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Torguhan

In 1540, George Hoppringill (son of Alexander of that Ilk)
gets from Cardinal Beaton a tack for five years of the lands
of Plenploth, with commen pasturage in Lugate moor, paying
a grassum of £25,

1. Sir Walter Ker of Cessford, who in 1544 had got certain
lands from the Cardinal in feu in Stow regality, sold of them
Plenploth to Archibald Hoppringill of Torquhan, his heirs and
assignees, who in turn “By the faith and truth of his body
binds himself and his heirs in Manrent to the said Sir Walter
and his heirs,” witness, Thomas Hoppringill of that Ilk
(brother), ete. (C. L). In 1560 Dame Jonet Hoppringill, the
Prioress, and Convent of Coldstream grant to Archibald
(nephew of Prioress), 20 husbandlands in Lennel with their
fishings; (G. S., 1565) and in 1565 at Edinburgh, Archibald
sells them to Thomas Scott of Haining, paying £24 yearly
feu duty to the Convent, seal appended (MSS., R.), “On a
bend sinister 3 escallops with a star in sinister base,” with
the legend—

S. ArcuiepaLpr HoprriNcinL (M. S.)

In 1573 Archibald was appointed a Curator of his nephew
James of that Ilk. In 1576 he pays £91 as his proportion of
a certain pension of £40 granted by the Archbishop, upliftable
from the lands of Stow. He appears latterly as a burgess of
Edinburgh. He died in 1588; when his widow Jonet Graham
claimed against his son George, and nephew of that Ilk,
that her husband gave her sasine in Torquhan in life rent
in 1570, and that the instrument taken was lost or burnt
by the notary in Lauder, who in 1571 became non compos
mentis; the Lords find it proved, and ordain the tenants
of Torquhan and Plenploth to pay their mails to her
(A. D., Hay).

2. In 1591 George Hoppringill of Torquhan appears indebted
to his cousin James of that Ilk. George appears in one or two
transactions, but in 1598 the said James had become proprietor
of the lands, while in 1608 William Pringill is tenant there to
his son John of that Ilk, and pays £6 Scots feu duty for
Torquhan.
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Little Catpair

In 1540 James Hoppringill gets a 5-years’ tack from the
Archbishop of the £5 lands of Little Catpair (R. A.).

In 1609 Christiane Cockburn, widow of James Hoppringill
of Tynnes, is liferenter of the lands, while Alexander
Hoppringill, Buckholm, is tenant (A. D., Gibson).

In 1620 George Pringill of Torwoodlee gets sasine of Little
Catpair which had been disponed to him by James Pringill of
Tynnes,

In 1627 John Pringill, surgeon, Edinburgh, succeeds his
three sisters, daughters of the said George who had granted
them the lands, redeemable for £6000 Scots (S. E.).

In 1733 James Pringle of Torwoodlee is served heir to his
great grandfather George in the lands, and in 1744 his son
George is served his heir special in them (S. H.).

Craigend

In 1551 George Hoppringill of Torwoodlee is granted by
the Archbishop a feu -charter of Craigend. In 1571 Alison
Heriot is liferenter of the lands; and in 1627 her third son,
James Pringill in Torwoodlee, gets sasine thereof. )

In 1665 James, son of James of Torwoodlee and younger
brother of George the Covenanter, holds the lands. James
married Helen Hunter, of Cousland, co-heiress with her sister
Christiane of John Pringle of Cortleferry, Colmslie, ete. In
1679 she and her daughter were summoned before the Privy
Council for attending a Conventicle in Galashiels parish
surprised by Claverhouse. In 1683 Helen appears as a widow.
In 1684 she granted to John Pringle of Cra.xgend the half lands
she had inherited (S. E., vol. 49). She died in 1687, and was
buried in Greyfriars,

Stow Town

In 1574 William Hoppringle of Torwoodlee is proprietor of
Derniks lands in Stow. In 1598 William Borthwick gets from
his brother Lord Borthwick the lands of Stow (L. Ch., 1362).
In 1604-09 three Pringills in Stow are mentioned; and in 1633
among 28 tenants, five were Pringills.

On 9th June 1679 was fought the battle of Bothwell Brig
between the royal troops and the Covenanters, which ended
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disastrously for the latter. About 1200 of them were taken
prisoners and escorted to Edinburgh, and imprisoned in inner
Greyfriars yard, with a penny loaf a day from the Privy
Council, and a man to distribute equally the food brought by
the public. On 29th June orders were sent down from London
to banish three or four hundred as white slaves to the planta-
tions, and prisoners signing a bond not to take up arms again
were let go; so that on 4th July the number of prisoners fell
to 338. A list of 30 of those who refused to recognise the
rising as a rebellion, or the slaughter of Archbishop Sharp as
& murder, were ordered to be proceeded against criminally,
including Thomas Pringle of Stow parish. At the end of
October a few wooden huts were put up in the yard by the
public. On 5th November five prisoners were gibbeted on
Magus Moor where Archbishop Sharp was slain. On 15th
November the remainder of the prisoners, and others from the
tolbooths of Edinburgh and Canongate who would not say it
was rebellion, or sign the bond, to the number of 257, were
marched down to Leith and put on board the Crown, one
prisoner escaping en roufe, and a brother taking the place of
another! The ship had not gone far on its way when it became
a wreck at Mule Head of Durness, and of the prisoners, who
had been battened down under the hatches, only 50 escaped,
the 300 that were drowned, including Thomas Pringle, Parish
of Stow, and John Pringle, Parish of Castleton (Cloud of
Witnesses, 1714).
Stow Parish

Between 1628 and 1757 Pringle must have been the
dominant name in the parish, as between these dates the
births of some 200 children of the surname -appear in
the parish register.

The Bow

In 1573 James Hoppringill in Torsonce, tutor of James
Hoppringill of that Ik, his nephew, now 14, is one of the
relatives summoned to appoint curators to him. In 1575
he is one of the 12 Hoppringills summoned anent the
Hoppringill-Elliot feud. In 1582 a dispute having arisen as
to whether his brother Thomas of that Ilk had left him certain
goods, his nephew calls upon him or James in Hoppringill to



80 THE RECORDS OF THE PRINGLES

produce the decreet arbitral on the matter made by Thomas
Hoppringill of Milkiston, James in Tynnes, and William in
Mersington ; and later gets a decreet of removal from the Bow
against him, or warding in Dumbarton Castle (A. D., Gibson),
but the two were apparently soon reconciled. In 1601 James's
spouse Elizabeth Heriot died, leaving three sons and two
daughters, with the lairds of that Ilk and Torwoodlee for
tutors. James was killed: and in April 1605 Walter Scott
of Whitslaid, Roxburgh, “The Hawk,” got remission for art
and part in the slaughter of James Pringill in the Bow and
other crimes (G. S.).

James was succeeded in the Bow by his eldest son William
Pringill, who with his spouse Rachel Mitchell and James
Mitchell, minister of Stow, granted to William Cairneross of
Colmslie in 1605 the reversion of Meikle Catpair on the
payment to each of them of £1000 Secots (R. M.). In 1611
William is one of the tenants in Stow summoned for not
having for years past sent their corn to be ground at Sir
Gideon Murray’s mill of Langshaw at one peck for every five
firlots (A. D., Scott). In 1615 he is appointed by the kirk
session of Stow to act as arbiter in a case “anent the going
back of a parishioner after being thrice proclaimed, and all
things ready.”

RIGHT BANK OF THE GALA

Heriotmill

1. In 1591 James Hoppringle of Halheriot and James
Hoppringle of Hoppringle are tacksmen of Heriotmill and
mill lands, and two husbandlands (A. D., Hay). In 1603 the
former is a witness to the testament of the latter. In 1608
James in Halheriot and his spouse Jean Blaikie, mother of
William Borthwick, hereditary proprietor, got from him in
conjunct fee a charter with sasine of half Halheriot, with
pasturage in Heriot common (S, E., Sec.). In 1613 his son John
is denounced rebel for attacking a servant in Nethershiels
(P. C.). In July 1617 on King James visiting Edinburgh,
Midlothian had to supply 100 carts with 4 horses to each
to convey H.M.'s luggage from Seton to Edinburgh. Heriot
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parish’s quota was 12 horses, and James Pringill of Heriotmill
was appointed Constable (P. C.)). In 1618 James was on
the jury that tried Mr Thomas Rose, minister of Cargill,
who, when visiting Oxford, fixed on a church door there a
thesis in which he averred “that all Scotsmen ought to be
shot forth of the Court of England except the King, his
son, and & few others, and that the English were mightily
blinded that they should suffer such a pernicious multitude
and filthy off-scourings of people to radge and domineer within
their bowels and entrails,” ete. Rose pleaded that he did it
in a fit of insanity. He was beheaded; and his head was
fixed on “ane prik” on the Netherbow (P. C. T.). In June
1620 at Lord Borthwick’s Court held in Borthwick kirk James
Pringill, his son James, and his son-in-law William Borthwick
attacked in the churchyard Thomas, son of George Adniston
of Carcant, with swords and “left him as a dead man.” The
Lords committed the two Pringills to Edinburgh tolbooth.
In July the Pringills, averring that the Adnistons refused
assythment, meaning to keep them in prison, and Thomas with
his two doctors appearing in court, the Lords ordain the
Pringills to pay him 300 merks, the treasurer £20, and the
doctors’ fees, which when paid they were to be set free, and
reappear in two days; when the Pringills went on their knees
asking forgiveness of the Adnistons, which being granted they
shook hands (P. C.). James died in 1621. The inventory of
his goods amounted to £1075, the free gear to £809. He had
three sons, James, his heir, John, and David.

2. In 1621 James Pringill was retoured heir of his father
James in Over and Nether Ruchswyres, half Halheriot, and
Haughhead, with pasturage in Heriot common. In 1624 John
Ker complained that John and David, James's brothers, raided
his lands of Shoestanes, threatened his servants with drawn
swords, threshed out and carried away some of his corn. The
Lords absolved David who appeared, but John who did not
they denounced rebel (P. C.). In 1631 William Borthwick,
James’s half-brother, pays him £500, the redemption money for
half Halheriot, and James and his servants vacate the place
(S. E). In June 1632 King Charles 1. came north to Scotland,
and the quota of horses to be provided by Heriot parish to
convey H.M.'s luggage from Seton to Dalkeith and thence to

F
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Edinburgh was 18, and James was appointed Constable (P. C.).
In 1645 James and his brother David took part in the Overshiels
riot (see Blindlee). James died in December 1661, leaving free
gear £628. He was succeeded by his son George.

3. In June 1663 George Pringle gets from John Lord
Borthwick sasine upon a precept of Clare Constat, of Over
and Nether Ruchswyres, as heir to his grandfather—to whom
the lands had been wadset in 1614, and who in 1616 had sold
the half thereof to the late William Borthwick, redeemable for
2000 merks (A. D., Dalrymple). In 1665 George summoned
William Borthwick, heir of the said William, to receive the
redemption money, and on his refusing, offered it on the tomb
of Regent Murray in St Giles; whereon the Lords declare the
redemption fulfilled, and order Borthwick to vacate the lands
and give to George his charter, instrument of sasine, and all
right and title (A. D.).

Halltree

In 1594 James Lord Borthwick conveyed to his son John,
Master of Borthwick, the lands of Houliston, Symington,
Watherston, Halltree, and Brockhouse, with pendicles, which
were granted to the late John Lord Borthwick, his grandfather,
by the late David Archbishop of St Andrews (L. Ch., 1279).
In 1601 Williawn Pringill in Halltree enquires which of the four
claimants to the mail of the part of Halltree occupied by him
for 1600 has the best right, and is referred to the Sheriff' of
Edinburgh (A. D.). In 1614 John Lord Borthwick having
redeemed the above mentioned lands from the Pringills of
Smailholm and Buckholm, gets a fresh charter of them from
George, Archbishop (L. Ch., 1700).

1. In 1621 George Pringill in Hoppringill (which see) and
William Pringill of Cortleferry (g.v.) get sasine of the lands,
town, and tower of Halltree, on a charter granted them, equally
between them, by David Preston of Whitehill; also the said
William gets from James Mitchelson a charter of half Corsehope
(S. E.). In 1620 George summons John Lord Borthwick, whose
father had granted his father and heirs a 19 years' tack of
Over and Nether Ruchswyres, 1594-1613; but he was forced
to vacate the lands in 1597 ; besides he had been refused entry
in half Corsehope though assignee thereof; the Lords award






