SMAILHOLM

ROBERT

O~ the death of James, 2nd Earl of Douglas, at the battle
of Otterburn in 1388, the earldom devolved on Archibald
Douglas, natural son of Sir James the Good, Lord of Galloway,
who since 1357 had taken a leading part in the affairs of
the country. His tenure of the earldom was a time of peace,
He died at an advanced age, in his Castle of Threave, in
December 1400,

The history of the Earls of Douglas is also the history of
the Hoppringills of the time. For Thomas and Adam, the
first"Douglas Squires, see that Ik (The Douglas Book, 4 vols,,
by Sir William Fraser),

He was succeeded as 4th Earl by his son Archibald, sur-
named “Tineman,” loser of battles. Born about 1372 he
married at an early age Margaret, daughter of the King
Robert IIL; while his sister married the Duke of Rothesay,
heir to the throne, and a year after his death took in 1403
as her second husband Sir Walter Haliburton, younger, of
Dirleton. In September 1402 the Secots having invaded
Northumberland to avenge a reverse at Nisbet Moor, were
defeated at Homildon, when the Scottish leaders, including
the Earl, were taken prisoners. So thick flew the English
arrows that the Earl, notwithstanding he wore a suit of armour
which is said to have cost three years' labour to make, was
wounded in five places, including the loss of an eye. The
captivity of the Earl, who fought on the side of the Percies
ab the battle of Shrewsbury, nominally lasted till 1413, but a
considerable portion of it was done by proxy. He would be
in Scotland for periods from two to twelve months at a time,
while certain of his sons, kinsmen, or men of high soecial
condition, would take his place in England as hostages. In

April 1408 he had a safe conduct till June, and was granting
&
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charters in Edinburgh in May. Returning to England in June,
he was detained only a few days, till the 20th, when, on leaving
four hostages, he left finally for Scotland. This introduces us
to his charters.

In June 1404 Robert Ker of Attonburn had a charter from
Archibald, Earl of Douglas, of the lands of Smailholm and
others, to be held blench of the Earl, who was then a prisoner
in England. In January 1407, at Westminster, Henry IV,
grants a safe conduct to Sir Thomas de Murray, Sir William
de Dalziel, William de Towers, Hugh Campbell, Robert, Pryngil,
and 50 their companions, in company, now in the north of
the kingdom, to come and go in England till the feast of
Purification (R. 8.). They were probably to act as a convoy
to the Earl in returning to Scotland in that year. On 20th
March 1408 at Edinburgh, a charter (“a little razed in the
date”), is granted by Archibald, Earl of Douglas, to Robert
de Hoppringill of the lands of Pilmuir, Lauderdale, to be held
ward (A. P., L. W., 1661). At Edinburgh a charter, undated,
but confirmed by the Earl of March in February 1413, is
granted by the Earl of Douglas to David Hume, his squire, of
the lands of Wedderburn; making one suit annually at the
Earl's principal court of the regality of Lauder: witnesses,
William de Hay and William de Borthwick, knights, and
Robert de Hoppringill, George de Rutherfurd, and William
de Saint Clair, esquires (Milne Home). In May 1413 at
Inverkeithing, and in November at Dunfermline, charters are
granted by Robert, Duke of Albany, Governor of Scotland,
to his son John Earl of Buchan, and Elizabeth, daughter of
Archibald Earl of Douglas, his future spouse, of certain lands
in Ayrshire: witnesses to the former charter, Sir William
de Lindsay, Sir William de Borthwick, Robert de Pringil, and
others; to the latter, the bishop of Aberdeen, chancellor,
Sir William de Borthwick, Robert de Hoppringil, and others
(G. 8.). In September 1414 at Edinburgh, a charter is granted
by Archibald Earl of Douglas to Sir William Hay of Loch-
orwart of certain lands in Wigtownshire; witnesses, the Earl
of Orkney, William Douglas de Drumlanrig, William de
Borthwick, John de Moubray, John St Clair, knights, and
Adam de Hepburn of Hailes, Robert. de Livingston, Robert
de oppringil, William de Edmonston, and William de Saint
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Clair, esquires (D. B.). In December 1414 at Bothwell, an
instrument of Collation by Matthew, bishop of Glasgow, is
witnessed by the archdeacon and the sheriff of Teviotdale,
Robert de Pringyle, and others,

In June 1418 the Customs officers are called upon to state
on oath what, and what kind of goods, had been exported
without payment of the customs during the account, and they
give in 24 cases, including James de Douglas of Dalkeith,
Robert de Borthwick, and Robert de Hoppringil, who exported,
respectively, 4, 9, and 8 sacks of wool, also the Earl of Douglas,
Sir Walter de Haliburton, ete. (E. R.).

In May 1419 the Duke of Bedford and Council grant to
Robert de Pringil and John de Wells of Scotland a safe conduct
to last till 1st August next, about to travel into England with
twelve persons in their company, horses and goods, coming,
stopping, and returning, for paying the ransom of James de
Douglas, son of the Earl of Douglas; and in July, the date of
their stay in England is extended to 31st August, and a safe
conduct is granted to James de Douglas about to travel to
Scotland; and in November a further extension is granted to
them till the feast of Purification (R. S.).

During the reign of Henry V., 1413-22, we find Earl Douglas
himself having safe conducts into England in connection with
the ransom of James I, who had been seized at sea and held
captive since 1406 ; and also taking part in the encounter on
the Borders consequent on the persistent attempt of that king
to conquer France, the old ally of Scotland. The Duke of
Vendome came on an embassy to Seotland, with the result that
the Earls of Buchan and Wigtown, that is to say, the Earl's
son-in-law and elder son, in 1419 sailed for France and landed
at Rochelle with 7000 men-at-arms. Regarded -at first as
“nothing better than drinkers of wine and eaters of sheep,”
they took a prominent part in bringing central France under
the Dauphin. In March 1421 they routed the English at
Beaugé, killing the Duke of Clarence, King Henry's brother.
But in July 1423 the allies met with disaster at Crevant, 3000
Scots, it is said, being killed or captured. Consequent on this
defeat, Buchan, now Constable of France, and Wigtown returned
to Scotland, and succeeded in getting Earl Douglas himself
enlisted in the cause. Landing in the Spring of 1424 at
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Rochelle with 10,000 knights and soldiers, he was created
Duke of Touraine, and the city of Tours held féte on his entry
on 27th May, presenting him 12 hhds. wine, 7 oats, 50 sheep,
4 fat oxen, and 100 lb. wax torches. It was not long till he
met with disaster. Going to the relief of the Castle of Ivry,
besieged by the Duke of Bedford, and finding his position
too strong, the allies retreated to Verneuil, and there, on 17th
August 1424, having attacked the English in a strong position,
instead of following the Earl’s advice and waiting their attack,
they were totally defeated. It had been agreed between the
English and Scottish that no prisoners were to be taken on
either side; and it is generally stated that in this battle the
Scottish contingent was all but exterminated. The Earl and
his younger son James, who were both killed, were buried in
the middle of the choir of Tours Cathedral. In this battle
fell also Robert Hoppringill, the Earl’s Squire,
Robert apparently had issue :—

1. George, Douglas Squire.

2. Robert, of Wrangholm and Smailholm,
3. Alexander, Douglas Squire.

4. David, of Pilmuir and Smailholm.

GEORGE AND ALEXANDER

Archibald, Earl of Wigtown, succeeded his father as
5th Earl of Douglas, then about 34 years of age. At the end
of 1423 and the beginning of 1424, he took part in the pro-
ceedings connected with the return to Scotland of his uncle,
James L, who had been a prisoner in England since 1406. This
introduces us to George and Alexander Hoppringill, who acted
as squires not only to him but to all the succeeding Earls of
Douglas till their forfeiture in 1455. In November 1425 George
and Alexander Hoppringill were on an Assize of 13 which,
in presence of the Earl, as lord of the regality of Lauderdale,
perambulated and determined the boundary between the lands
of Redpath belonging to Melrose Abbey and those of Bemersyde
belonging to John Haig (G. S.). In September 1427 George de
Hoppryngile is at Jedburgh on an Inquest of 15 that retoured
William Douglas as heir to his father, Sir William Douglas of
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Drumlanrig, in the barony of Hawick. In January 1430
George performs a similar duty in the retour of Thomas of
Fothringham in the third part of the lands of Caverton. On
the 2nd November 1433 Archibald, Duke of Touraine (titular)
and Earl of Douglas issues letters from Edibredshiels (Auldwark)
granting lands in Sprouston to the Carthusian convent of the
Charterhouse, Perth, to which the witnesses are the bishops of
St Andrews, Brechin, and Dunkeld, the abbot of Melrose, the
Earls of Angus and Mar, James Douglas of Balveny, the Sheriff
of Teviotdale, Nicholas of Rutherfurd, George Pringill, and
Alexander Pringill, squires. The Earl now having a dispute
with the Earl of Athole about the lands of Dunbrenny and
Pitcaithly in Perthshire, James I. settled the matter by taking
possession of them himself; but on the King's assassination in
the Charterhouse, Perth, in February 1437, and the execution
of Athole for complicity therein, the Earl, now created Lieu-
tenant-General of the kingdom, resumed possession; and in
November 1437 he issued *Letters of Bailiary appointing
George de Hoppringill his Bailie of the lands of Dunbrenny,
in the sherifidom of Perth, to endure for the Duke's will.” In
July 1438, in the church of the Blackfriars, Edinburgh, com-
missioners acting for the Earl drew up a notarial instrument
securing Gilbert de Lauder in his lands in the town and territory
of Lauder, to which the witnesses are George de Pryngill,
squire, and others. Earl Archibald died at Restalrig of a fever
in June 1439,

Within six months after Earl Archibald’s death his son
William, aged 17, now 6th Earl of Douglas, and younger son
James, were with murderous intent invited to Edinburgh
Castle, and there, in presence of their cousin, the boy king,
James I, aged 10, summarily beheaded, after a mock trial.

The succession as Tth Earl of Douglas now devolved on the
4th Earl's brother, James, surnamed “the Gross,” who for
forty years had taken an active part in State affairs. He died
in the beginning of 1443, leaving six sons, of whom William
became 8th Earl of Douglas at the age of 18.

Earl William appears to have favourably impressed James I1.,
who made him Lieutenant-General. In 1445 he married his
cousin “ The Fair Maid of Galloway,” thus reuniting in himself
the lordship of Galloway and other Douglas lands that had
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fallen to ber on the murder of her two brothers. On 1st March
1447 in an open court held at Newark in the great hall “ before
a mighty and potent lord, William Ear] of Douglas,” George of
Hoppringill and four others are witnesses to a notarial instru-
ment treating of the superiority of certain lands in Roxburgh-
shire. In November 1450 at a Justice Ayre held at Dunbar,
at which King James II. was present, the King, at the inter-
cession of George de Hoppringill grants remission to Hugh de
Duns of a fine of £10. After the downfall of the Livingstones,
Earl William, set out in August 1450, with a princely train of
attendants, via Flanders, for Rome, to which the Papal Jubilee
was attracting visitors from all parts. At Rome he received
a flattering reception, being honoured above all other visitors
to the city. He returned via Calais and England, and at the
English Court was highly honoured. His letters of safe conduct
of the 23rd April 1451, issued on the 12th May, included
his hundred attendants, of whom 37 are given by name, viz.,
Sir James Douglas, the earls of Moray and Ormond, his
brothers, Lord James Hamilton, Sir Alexander Home of that
Ilk, George and Alexander of Hoppringill, David Hoppringill
(respectively 14th, 15th, and 16th in the list), ete. (R. S,, and
Calendar of Documents re Scotland, vol. iv.). During his absence
the King, James I, had, for some unknown reason, invaded
his lands and destroyed Douglas Craig on the Yarrow, but a
reconciliation was effected in June. At this time the earl of
Crawford was in rebellion, and it was believed that Earl William
was in compact with him. He was invited to Stirling Castle
under a safe conduct, and there on the evening of the day after
his arrival, because, it is said, he refused to break this compact,
he was foully done to death by the King and his attendants,
22nd February 1452.

James, the brother of Earl William, succeeded him as 9th
Earl of Douglas and 3rd of Avondale. He bad taken an active
part with his brothers in the Border war of 1449, when, in
retaliation for the burning of Dunbar and Dumfries, they had
burned Alnwick and Warkworth, and won the great battle of
Sark: and he had jousted with the Burgundian knights in the
tournament at Stirling. Within a month after his brother’s
death, he, Ormond, and Lord Hamilton entered Stirling with
600 men and, after a simultaneous blast of 24 horns, proclaimed
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the king’s Council dishonoured, displayed the safe conduct with
its seals, and then dragged it through the town on a board
at the tails of horses. A Parliament was held, and the Earl
renounced his allegiance on the Parliament door, However,
peace was made at Douglas Castle in August 1452, Having
got a Papal dispensation the Earl married his brother's widow,
the “Fair Maid of Galloway,” and in April 1453 he was a
commissioner to treat for a peace with England. At length,
tired, it is said, of the intrigues of the Earl, the King in 1455
laid siege to Abercorn Castle, took it after a month’s resistance,
and hanged the defenders; Lord Hamilton and other adherents
of the Earl, who had come with him for its relief, having
deserted to the King. The Earl fled to England, and at
Arkinholm, on 18th August 1455, his brothers were defeated
by the Border clans led by George Douglas 4th Earl of Angus
Moray being slain, Ormond taken prisoner, and Balveny
escaping. On 10th June the Earl was declared forfeited :
Ettrick Forest, Galloway, Ballencrieff, ete., were annexed to
the Crown, and Angus was rewarded with the lordships of
Jedburgh Forest and Liddesdale.

Such were the eventful times and stirring scenes in which
George and Alexander Hoppringill played their parts.

On the partition of the forfeited Earldom in 1455, the
lordship of Ettrick Forest was annexed to the Crown, and for
the purpose of management was divided into three wards,
Ettrick, Yarrow, and Tweed ; at the head of each of which was
a Master Ranger and a Ranger (Magister Cursorum and Cursor).
The Ward of Tweed included that part of the Forest that lay
along the north side of the river from the mouth of the Gala
up to Walkerburn, and from the river up the Gala to Crosslee,
and up the Caddon to its head. It consisted, much as at the
present day and under the same names, of some 18 farms or
“steids,” let on nominal leases for certain years to “kindly
tenants,” who paid the rents partly in money and partly in a
few cattle and sheep. The duties of the master rangers, who
received the same pay as the rangers, are not apparent; perhaps
they acted as referees in disputes. The rangers did all the
work, collecting the rents and the frequent fines for killing
deer, tilling land, and cutting trees, advancing money on order
to Government officials, and at the end of the financial year
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accounting to the Controller of the Exchequer, at Edinburgh,
Stirling, or Perth, as might happen. Fee of the master rangers
and the rangers the same, viz., £9.

The first Master Ranger (Magister Cursor) or factor of the
Ward of Tweed was George Pringill. He probably owed his
appointment to the Earl of Angus, head of the “ Red Douglases,”
Warden of the East and Middle Marches.

In April 1456 the Earl issued Letters acquitting Andrew Ker
of Cessford of traitorous dealings with Englishmen ; this being
the verdict of a jury that sat at Selkirk, and included George
and Sandy Hoppringill.

George died apparently in 1459, nor is Alexander again
mentioned.

ROBERT 2 (or PILMUIR)

succeeded George as Master Ranger of the Ward of Tweed, and
apparently also in the lands of Wrangholm and Smailholm, of
which he got sasine in 1459 apparently as George’s brother (L. R.).

On 15th Januvary 1463-4 Alexander Lord Kilmaurs
appeared before Parliament and complained of malicious
rumours of his having assisted and favoured the traitor James
of Douglas, and pointed out that he had, in February last, been
by royal letters patent declared innocent of any such crime,
especially the entertaining of George de Pringill, an adherent
of the said traitor; and on his knees he offered to purge himself,
first by assize of his peers, second by the judgment of 100
knights and squires, or third with his own hands against whoso-
ever might call upon him (MSS. R. 377).

Robert’s tenure as Master Ranger ended in 1470, when he
was succeeded in office by William Douglas de Cluny of
Traquair (E. R.). In 1473 Mariote de Hoppringill is confirmed
in the lands of Kirktonhill and Muir House, as against Robin
Hoppringill who had put in a claim to them (L. A.) In
November 1474 at Holyrood Robert witnesses a charter by
George Home of Wedderburn,

DAVID 1 (oF PILMUIR AND SMAILHOLM)

In 1440 David Hoppringill acts as attorney at the sasine of
William de Gordon in the lands of Stitehill (S. W.). To a
charter of the fourth part of Blans in Haddingtonshire granted
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by him in 1445 his seal is appended, showing “On a bend 3
escallop shells,” and the legend—

S. Davip pE HopprYNGILLE (L. S.).

In 1447 in a letter James II. charges him and two others
under penalty of treason not to reply, or give any money, to
Patrick, son of Adam Hepburn of Hailes, who had seized and
held in Dunbar Castle John Oll, the Prior of Coldingham (C. C.),

In 1450 David, like George and Alexander, the Douglas
squires, was one of the brilliant retinue that accompanied William
the last Earl of Douglas to the Papal Jubilee at Rome (see above).

David was the first Ranger (Cursor) of the Ward of Tweed,
holding the office from 1455 to 1466, under George and Robert
Hoppringill, Master Rangers.

On 7th December 1457 at Jedburgh, George, Earl of Angus,
Warden of the East and Middle Marches, made an indenture
appointing Andrew Ker of Cessford his Bailie of Jedburgh
Forest during their mutual lives: in witness of which the Earl
set his seal to one part of the indenture, while to the other
part was set the seal of David Hoppringill of Pilmuir, because
Andrew Ker had no seal of his own present: witnesses, Sir
Walter Scott, David Scott, ete. (D. B., Charter 431).

In 1463 at Selkirk, David is on the jury that retoured
Archibald, 5th Earl of Angus, in 19 husbandlands near the
town (D. B.). In 1464 at Galashiels, David Pringle of
Smailholm, with James Pringil, and others, witnesses a charter
granted by William Douglas de Cluny of Traquair.

In November 1468 David Pringill resigned into the hands
of the King, James II1., the lands of Pilmuir, which the King
gave back to him “by staff and baton” (G. S.).

In 1469, on the marriage of James IIL to Margaret of
Denmark, she obtained as part of her dowry the lordship of
Ettrick Forest with the fortalice of Newark, and held the same
till her death in 1486,

In 1470, in St Margaret's Chapel in the Castle of Edinburgh,
William Douglas of Cluny resigned in favour of Archibald, 5th
Earl of Angus, the ward of the lands of Tantallon and earldom
of Douglas: witnesses, David Secott of Buccleuch, James, Lord
Hamilton, David Pringil, ete. (D. B.). In 1471 at Borthwick-
shiels, David witnesses, along with David and William Scott,

G
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the infeftment therein of Walter, son and heir of Andrew Ker
of Cessford.

In the action between Oliver of Lauder and David Pringill
touching the thirling of the lands of Pilmuir to the mill of
Lauder the watter is referred to a Jury (L. A.).

In September 1473 expenses are paid by the Exchequer to
& messenger passing with letters to David Pringill to the
Forest ; and later to a courier passing to David Hoppringill of
Smailholm and Tom Ker (Fernihirst) with letters under the
Signet, to cause them to come to Edinburgh (E. R.).

In 1476 David and his two sons James and Adam are
witnesses to the execution of a summons against the Lords
Auditors at the instance of Sir John Swinton of that Ilk.

Over the doorway of the old house of (Galashiels is said to
have been this inscription—

Elspeth Dishington Builted me.
In syn lye not :
The things thou canst not get,
Desyre not.
1457,

This Elspeth appears to be the ancestress referred to by John
Hoppringill of Smailholm and Galashiels in his Will, 1564,
where he mentions that £66 of tocher money was still owing
to him and his heirs by the heirs of Sir William Dischington
of Ardross. Sir William, who married Elizabeth, sister of King
Robert Bruce, was suceeeded about 1360 by his son, also Sir
William, who, as cousin of King David, was seneschal in the
royal household. Thus it came about that the latter's daughter,
the above Elspeth, who married David Hoppringill, built the
old house of Galashiels, as after his appointment in 1455 as
Keeper of the Ward of Tweed, they would have to live there,

It is owing to this royal connection no doubt that we find
the early Hoppringills of Smailholm, David 1, James 1, and
David 2, taking the leading part they did in the Border affairs
of their times.

David died before May 1480. He had issue :—

1. James, his heir.
2. Adam, of St John’s Chapel (Chapel on Leader).
3. Thomas, of Wrangholm.
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JAMES 1

On the resignation in 1466 of David, as Ranger or Factor of
the Ward of Tweed, he was succeeded by his son James, who
held the office for a quarter of a century, till 1492, during
which time Robert Hoppringill, William Douglas of Traquair,
David and Patrick Crichton were in succession Master Rangers.

In 1470 Redhead (Whytbank), one of the 18 steads of the
Ward, which paid a rent of £6, 3 cattle, and 20 lambs each,
was attached to the office of Ranger as fee; and in 1474 James
got a lease of Blindlee.

In May 1480 on a precept of Chancery, proceeding on a
retour, James, as heir of his late father David, gets sasine of
the lands of Pilmuir. In June in Edinburgh Castle he is on
a jury to decide on the claims of the Abbots of Kelso and
Dunfermline as to certain fishings on the Tweed : also the Lords
of Council ordain James and his spouse Elisabeth Murray to
restore to Jonet, Lady Edmonstone, a matin book—which it
was proved the said Elisabeth had—or twenty French erowns.

In 1482 Patrick Murray of Falahill and James are sued
by Margaret, daughter of the late Andrew Ker, to pay her
300 merks—the rest of a marriage portion—but, the Lords find
James and Thomas Ker to be the parties liable (L. A.) In
1484 at Jedburgh James, and David Scott of Branxholm, Robert
Gladstone, etc., are on a jury that retoured James Douglas, as
heir of his father, the late William of Drumlanrig, in the barony
of Hawick (S. B.).

On 12th October 1487 the two steads of Galashiels and
Mossilee—hitherto in the hands of the late Queen—and the
stead of Blindlee, are leased to James Hoppringill for 19 years
by King James IIL, and confirmed in the following year by
James IV. (E. R.).

In 1489, in an action before the Lords of Council anent the
ward lands of the late Oliver Lauder belonging to the King,
James claimed them as a gift of the King, the proof of which
he had not present to show; the Lords said he could take a
summons if he pleased.

In 1494 at the Justice Ayre, Selkirk, David Walsh,
Bedrule, produced a remission for art and part in the theft of
26 oxen and cows from James Pringill out of Pilmuir,






